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GOVERNANCE
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YEAR FIVE
www.vccs.edu

CAMPUS LOCATIONS AND SERVICE AREAS
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GOVERNANCE

STATE BOARD FOR COMMUNITY COLLEGES

David Nutter
Blacksburg

Carolyn Berkowitz
Burke

Eleanor Saslaw
Springfield

Michael J. Schewel
Richmond

Idalia P. Fernandez
Vice Chair 
Centerville

Robert R. Fountain
Montross

Thomas Brewster
Falls Mills

William C. Hall, Jr.
Richmond

Michel Zajur
Richmond

Darren Conner
Callands

Benita Thompson Byas
Reston

LaVonne P. Ellis
Chesapeake

James Cuthbertson
Glen Allen

Dorcas Helfant-Browning
Chair

Virginia Beach

Don “Robin” Sullenberger
Harrisonburg

The State Board for Community Colleges welcome five new members in 2014, including Carolyn Berkowitz of Burke, Thomas Brewster of Falls Mills, William C. Hall, 
Jr. of Richmond, Eleanor Saslaw of Springfield, and Michael J. Schewel of Richmond. They replaced former members Bruce J. Meyer of Virginia Beach, Stephen T. 
Gannon of Henrico, Sacha Gong of Falls Church, Mirta M. Martin of Midlothian, and Michael C. Thomas of Richmond.

Dorcas Helfant-Browning of Virginia Beach was elected chair, succeeding Bruce J. Meyer. Idalia Fernandez of Centerville was elected vice chair.
The 15-member State Board is appointed by the Governor to oversee the Virginia Community College System.
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2013-2014 ENROLLMENT

 Unduplicated Full-Time 
 Headcount Equivalent

Blue Ridge 6,293 2,855
Central Virginia 6,731 2,668
Dabney S. Lancaster 1,872 738
Danville 6,041 2,604
Eastern Shore 1,142 511
Germanna 10,131 4,447
J. Sargeant Reynolds 18,408 7,945
John Tyler 13,980 5,709
Lord Fairfax 9,613 4,070
Mountain Empire 3,834 1,862
New River 7,038 2,880
Northern Virginia 77,332 35,559

 Unduplicated Full-Time 
 Headcount Equivalent

Patrick Henry 4,490 2,166
Paul D. Camp 2,026 858
Piedmont Virginia 7,800 3,017
Rappahannock 4,887 1,890
Southside Virginia 8,249 3,524
Southwest Virginia 3,668 1,749
Thomas Nelson 16,212 7,026
Tidewater 42,442 20,057
Virginia Highlands 3,394 1,614
Virginia Western 12,849 5,048
Wytheville 4,594 2,031
VCCS Total 273,026 120,827

Revenues

Operating Revenue
 Tuition and fees  $ 365,448,469
 Federal grants and contracts   90,810,761
 State and local grants   7,627,791
 Nongovernmental grants   7,542,423
 Sales/services of education departments   244,718
 Auxiliary enterprises   23,705,593
 Other operating revenues   21,320,635

Total Operating Revenues  $ 516,700,390

Nonoperating Revenues
 State appropriations  $ 404,867,676
 Local appropriations   2,520,894
 Grants and gifts   271,706,660
 Investment income   993,881
 Interest on capital asset related debt   (3,514,759)
 Other nonoperating expenses   (4,063,136)

Net Nonoperating Revenue  $ 672,511,216

 Capital appropriations (state)  $ 47,740,789
 Capital appropriations (local)   7,285,739
 Capital gifts and grants   3,049,839

Total Revenue  $ 1,247,287,973

Expenses

Operating Expenses 
 Instruction  $ 493,145,258
 Public Service   45,833,194
 Academic support   119,952,297
 Student services   96,242,442
 Institutional support   184,405,422
 Operation and maintenance   121,666,473
 Scholarships and fellowships   128,295,278
 Auxiliary enterprises   18,615,256
 Other expenses   185,075

Total Operating Expenses  $1,208,340,695

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30,  2014

State appropriations
(including capital)

36%

Student tuition
and fees, net 29%

Other net
non-operating revenue

21%

Other capital
1%

Grants and
contracts  9%Auxiliary enterprises, 

net  2%
Other operating
revenue  2%

Total Revenue - By Source
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If you ask Austin Compton about his spring break trip to the Gulf Coast, 
you’ll quickly discover that it wasn’t the relaxing vacation you might imagine. 
No five-star resort. No room service. No lazy days spent lounging on the beach.

Instead, Austin and 13 others enrolled in a coastal ecology course at Virginia 
Highlands Community College and spent the week at the University of 
Southern Mississippi’s Gulf Coast Research Laboratory examining fish and blue 
crabs, watching dolphins jump from the sea, and identifying the birds that are 
native to the region. 

“It made me realize that you don’t really experience nature or understand 
science until you see animals as they are in their natural habitats,” he said. “It 
was all hands-on and there wasn’t a single minute wasted.”

A graduate of Bristol’s John Battle High School, Austin said he has always 
been curious about genetics and molecular science, but wasn’t convinced he 

could turn that interest into a career. Unsure what to do after high school, he 
enrolled at VHCC. That decision changed his life.

“It opened a lot of doors for me to explore different fields and be independent 
without really leaving home,” he said. “I like to describe my community college 
experience as getting into the 3-foot-deep pool and then slowly working my way 
into the 8-foot side. I was eased in. The classes here are challenging, but there 
were always people here to reassure me and help me.”

Compton credits Dr. Kevin Hamed, professor of biology at VHCC, for igniting 
his passion and preparing him for the next phase of his education.

“It was all hands-on and there wasn’t a single minute wasted.”

AUSTIN COMPTON  |   VIRGINIA HIGHLANDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Gulf coast field trip helps student discover 
his passion



Kimberlie Morris, who was homeless for 18 months in 2003 and 2004, 
graduated magna cum laude from Germanna Community College last 
December in what was a proud moment not only for her and her family, but 
for GCC.

Morris went from living in her car to finding herself on the road to success, 
in part because of the Germanna Guarantee Scholarship Program, which helps 
students who don’t qualify for financial aid or have gaps in that aid that might 
otherwise prevent them from attending college.

The 34-year-old Morris said the support allowed her to focus on being a 
full-time student. She made the President’s List and the Phi Theta Kappa 
honorary society.

“When I was living in my car, just trying to make it from day to day and 
find some way out, I never imagined this could happen,” she said. Both her 
parents were high school dropouts.

“Now,” she said, “I can say my father is proud of me because I have a 
degree.”

“Scholarships are essential for many students to make their dream of 
higher education and a better life a reality,” GCC President David A. Sam said. 
“Our students are committed, intelligent, passionate, and persevering, but 
sometimes they face challenging obstacles – one of which is having enough 
funds to pay for their education. Time and again, our benefactors step forward 
to help students achieve their dreams.”

“Now I can say my father is proud of me because I have a degree.”

KIMBERLIE MORRIS  |   GERMANNA COMMUNITY COLLEGE

One student’s journey: from the depths of adversity 
to the heights of achievement

The Office of Institutional Advancement wishes to extend its deepest  
appreciation to all of the college public relations offices for contributing 

photos, profiles and other materials to this annual report. 
A special thanks to JTCC for use of their extensive photo library.

For further information, contact: 
Office of Institutional Advancement
Virginia Community College System

101 N. 14th Street
Richmond, Virginia 23219

804.819.4961
www.vccs.edu

The Virginia Community College System does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,  
national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment or in the provision of services.
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